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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELL) 
 

Students identified as English Language Learners (ELLs) may take the following courses designed to enhance their 

language acquisition in reading and writing, as well as develop academic vocabulary for content areas. 

Content Language Development for English Learners 

Grades 6, 7, or 8                                                        5712 

 

Background: Selection for this course is based on a set 

criteria including WIDA assessments and teacher 

recommendation. 

 

This course is designed for WIDA Proficiency Level 1 -

2. The goal of the course is to promote language 

acquisition while helping students build their literacy 

skills. Students will develop content specific vocabulary 

in the core areas of language arts, math, science, and 

social studies as aligned with the VA Standard of 

Learning.  

 

 

Reading and Writing Strategies for English Learners 

Grades 6, 7, or 8                                                       5713 

 

Background: Selection for this course is based on a set 

criteria including WIDA assessments and teacher 

recommendation. 

 

This course is designed for Proficiency Level 3-4.4. 

Students will develop their literacy skills to become 

more mature readers and more proficient writers. 

Students will learn and apply a variety of reading and 

writing strategies while continuing to develop English 

Language Proficiency. The course will utilize VA 

Standards of Learning in Language Arts in grades 6-8 

and WIDA Standards for Language Arts.  

ELECTIVE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Students and their parents should read elective course descriptions carefully. Each course description indicates the grade level 

at which the course may be taken, the topics studied in the course, and any background needed for the course. Additional 

information will be provided to students when they register, regarding how many weeks each elective meets in each school.  

All electives may not be offered at all schools due to enrollment, available staff, budget, and facilities. 

 

Students select electives based on their own interest and talents. These classes meet for 18 weeks (1 semester) or 36 weeks 

(1 year) based on the content, school facilities, and available staffing. Level 1 world languages and certain fine performing 

art classes meet for a full year.  

 
 

FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
 

 

FINE ARTS 
 

BEGINNING ART        

Grade 6 (18 weeks)   9103 

 

In this course, students learn the characteristics of visual 

art through a wide range of subject matter, symbols, 

meaningful images, and visual expressions. In classroom 

discussions, students to use an expanding art vocabulary 

while describing personal work and the work of others.  

Artwork should reflect increased manual and creative 

skills in addition to expanded knowledge of the use and 

application of the elements of design. Students classify 

two-dimensional and three-dimensional images and 

construct a three-dimensional form. An introduction of 

color theory, including identifying and constructing a 

simple color wheel, is a part of this course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERMEDIATE ART                                   

Grade 7 (18 weeks)  9105 

 

This course teaches the development of visual perception 

and recording from direct observation, memory, and 

imagination. Students prepare and develop an idea or 

theme by collecting and organizing visual resources.  In 

classroom discussions, students use expanding art 

vocabulary to describe the use of texture, pattern, shape, 

line, and color. Students apply the basic rules of 

perspective, proportion, value, and color theory. Students 

also manipulate distance, size, and placement to create 

three-dimensional effects on a two-dimensional plane. 
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ADVANCED ART                           

Grade 8 (18 weeks)  9115 

 

This course develops a student’s ability to select and 

control the use of materials, tools and techniques, 

understand the visual language of art, and apply these in a 

student’s own work to develop, express, and modify ideas, 

intentions and feeling.  In classroom discussions, students 

will continue to use an expanding art vocabulary while 

describing his or her own work and the work of others.  

Artwork should reflect increased manual and creative 

skills in addition to expanded knowledge of the use and 

application of the elements of design. Students use simple 

perspective systems for symbolizing what he or she is 

rendering. Students also manipulate proportion, value, and 

color to create realistic or expressive images. 

 

 

BEGINNING DIGITAL ART  
Grades 6, 7, or 8 (18 weeks)              9180 
 

Students will learn the characteristics of visual art through 

a wide range of subject matter, symbols, meaningful 

images, and visual expressions. This beginning level 

course will develop computer based artistic skills and 

creative concepts. An introduction to color theory, as well 

as the elements and principles of design, will also be part 

of this course.  

 

INTERMEDIATE DIGITAL ART 
Grades 7 or 8 (18 weeks)               9181 

 

This is an intermediate level course that will teach the 

development of visual perception and recording from 

direct observation, memory, and imagination. Students 

will explore software applications that promote visual 

awareness, as well as expand their skill set in both manual 

and digital artistic techniques.  

 

ADVANCED DIGITAL ART 
Grades 7 or 8 (18 weeks)               9182 

 

This advanced level course develops a student’s ability to 

elect and control the use of materials, tools, and technique, 

understand the visual language of art, apply these in a 

student’s own work to develop, express, and develop 

intentions and feeling. The elements and principles of 

design will be emphasized throughout artistic production 

and creation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC 
 

 

BEGINNING BAND                            

Grades 6, 7, or 8                9230 
 

In beginning band, students learn proper playing 

technique on an instrument well-suited to his or her 

natural abilities. Students learn to play both individually 

and in an ensemble setting and learn maintenance of the 

instrument. The teacher follows the county-adopted 

curriculum, which is based on the Virginia Standards of 

Learning. Evaluation of progress is based on individual 

playing tests, written work, and daily class participation.  

Daily, at-home practice is necessary to master playing 

technique. Since performances are an integral and vital 

extension of this course, participation in performances is 

strongly encouraged. This is a full-year course. 

 

INTERMEDIATE BAND 
Grades 7 or 8                9231 

 

Intermediate band is a continuation of beginning band.  In 

intermediate band, students continue to learn proper 

playing technique and develop ensemble skills.  The 

teacher follows the county-adopted curriculum, which is 

based on the Virginia Standards of Learning. Evaluation 

of progress is based on individual playing tests, written 

work, and daily class participation. Daily, at-home 

practice is necessary to continue mastering playing 

technique. Since performances are an integral and vital 

extension of this course, participation in performances is 

strongly encouraged. This is a full-year course. 

 

ADVANCED BAND            
Grade 8                9229 

 

Advanced band is a continuation of beginning and 

intermediate band. In advanced band, students refine 

playing skills and develop higher-level listening skills.  

Students are highly encouraged to attend All-County band 

auditions, All-District band auditions and Solo & 

Ensemble Festival. The teacher follows the county 

adopted curriculum, which is based on the Virginia 

Standards of Learning. Evaluation of progress is based on 

individual playing tests, written work, and daily class 

participation. Daily, at-home practice is necessary to 

continue mastering playing technique. Since 

performances are an integral and vital extension of this 

course, participation in performances is strongly 

encouraged. This is a full-year course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12 
 

 

BEGINNING CHORUS                   

Grades 6, 7, or 8                 9269 

 

This course introduces students to the study of vocal 

technique, vocal pedagogy, proper vocal production, 

correct abdominal breathing, intonation, posture, and 

conducting patterns. Music theory, ear training, sight-

singing, music repertoire development, music history, 

analysis, and technology are components of this course. 

The teacher follows the county-adopted curriculum, 

which is based on the Virginia Standards of Learning. 

Students also develop their abilities to perform as an 

ensemble. Additional goals for the course focus on 

assisting students in understanding the role of music in our 

society, appreciating different cultures and customs, 

acquiring stage presence and decorum, and fostering 

positive attitudes for further choral study. This is a full-

year course. 

 

 

INTERMEDIATE CHORUS       
Grades 7 or 8                 9270 

 

Intermediate Chorus is a continuation of Beginning 

Chorus. This course extends students' skills and 

understanding of musical compositions, basic theory 

structure, music history, vocal pedagogy, proper vocal 

production and technique. The goals of the course set 

higher expectations of a student's knowledge and 

understanding of vocal technique, music theory, ear 

training, sight-singing, music history, analysis, and 

technology. Development of the student's ability to 

perform as an ensemble is a strong focus for the 

course. Students study the role of music in our society, 

different cultures and customs, stage presence, and 

decorum. Since performances are an integral and vital 

extension of this course, participation in performances 

outside of the school day may be required. This is a full-

year course. 

 

 

ADVANCED CHORUS       

Grade 8  9271 
 

Advanced Chorus is a continuation of Intermediate 

Chorus. This course establishes a high expectation level 

for a student's development and refinement of skills and 

understanding of musical compositions, vocal technique, 

proper vocal production, and technique. These goals 

target increasing and deepening a student's knowledge and 

understanding of music theory, ear training, sight-singing, 

music history, analysis, and technology. The development 

of ensemble performance skills is a strong focus for the 

course. Students extend their understanding of music 

through interdisciplinary activities and exploration of 

career opportunities in the field of music. Students 

increase their understanding of the role of music in our 

society, different cultures and customs, stage presence, 

and decorum. Students are highly encouraged to attend 

All-County and All-District Chorus auditions. Since 

performances are an integral and vital extension of this 

course, participation in performances outside of the school 

day may be required. This is a full-year course. 
 

 

BEGINNING ORCHESTRA                                         
Grades 6, 7, or 8                9235 
 

In beginning orchestra, students study an instrument from 

the string family (violin, viola, cello, bass). Students learn 

correct technique on their chosen string instrument and 

perform in an ensemble through sequential music 

exercises, folk songs, and age-appropriate repertoire.  

Students are guided to the understanding of musical 

compositions, basic theory structure, music history, music 

interpretation, articulation, dynamics, phrasing, ensemble 

balance, bowing technique, instrument care, tone 

production, and conducting patterns. Daily, at-home 

practice is necessary to continue mastering playing 

technique.  Since performances are an integral and vital 

extension of this course, participation in performances is 

strongly encouraged. This is a full-year course. 

 

 

INTERMEDIATE ORCHESTRA  
Grades 7 or 8                9236 

 

Intermediate orchestra is a continuation of beginning 

orchestra. Students continue the mastery of string 

technique and ensemble performance through the study of 

advanced music exercises, folk songs, and age-

appropriate repertoire. Daily, at-home practice is 

necessary to continue mastering playing technique. 

Performance opportunities will be more abundant. Since 

performances are an integral and vital extension of this 

course, participation in performances is strongly 

encouraged. This is a full-year course.   

 

 

ADVANCED ORCHESTRA                                  
Grade 8   9241 

 

Advanced orchestra is a continuation of beginning and 

intermediate orchestra.  Students continue the mastery of 

string technique and ensemble performance through 

advanced technical etudes, scales and arpeggios, and age-

appropriate repertoire. Daily, at-home practice is 

necessary to continue mastering playing technique. 

Preparation for performances is more intensive. Since 

performances are an integral and vital extension of this 

course, participation in performances is strongly 

encouraged. This is a full-year course.   
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WORLD MUSIC  

Grades 6, 7, or 8 (18 weeks)              9228 

 

This general music course is designed to involve students 

in the development of music skills through singing, 

playing instruments, moving and listening. Students will 

explore the creative aspects of music and study various 

cultural/historical periods of music. An introduction of 

musical styles and cultures from around the world will be 

explored, in addition to the creative aspects of world 

music by applying music knowledge and skills.  

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO GUITAR                     

Grades 7 or 8 (18 weeks)             9249 

 

This course introduces students to the fundamentals of 

guitar. Guitar instruction emphasizes basic technique, 

music reading, progressions, and music theory. Music 

literature is selected from classical and contemporary 

repertoire. This course offers a comprehensive study of all 

musical styles 

 

 

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
Grades 7, or 8 (18 weeks)              9272   

 

This course allows students the opportunity to learn how 

to create sound maps and basic recording techniques while 

creating original compositions. Both "tracking" and 

"looping" techniques will be explored. Students will 

utilize multiple software-based tools to accomplish these 

objectives. Some basic keyboard applications will be 

taught. Students will learn to collaborate with others to 

create a production plan for performance and recordings, 

microphone selection and placement, explore the use of 

electronic and software-based instruments to create music 

alongside traditional acoustic instruments. Students will 

become active music makers, creators and responders to 

music.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THEATRE ARTS 
 

BEGINNING THEATRE ARTS          

Grades 6, 7, or 8    (18 weeks)              1390 

 

In this course, students develop their creative potential by 

producing and participating in dramatic and theatrical 

experiences. Through activities that require students to 

work cooperatively, students begin to develop their 

internal and external personal resources and form 

aesthetic judgments. They are exposed to dramatists and 

their works and to key theatrical players and participants. 

Students begin to integrate drama with other academic 

disciplines.  

 

 

INTERMEDIATE THEATRE ARTS       
Grades 7 or 8    (18 weeks)              1400 

 

This course develops students’ drama and theatrical skills.  

Using voice, language, movement, imagination, and 

emotional perception, students develop characters for the 

theater, and their own self-discipline and self-concept. 

They learn drama through artistic collaboration through 

improvisation, play writing, directing, technical 

production, and theater management. In addition, students 

learn about theater in the past and theater today with an 

emphasis on available roles and careers. 

 

 

ADVANCED THEATRE ARTS       

Grade 8              (18 weeks)              1395 

 

This course continues to refine students’ dramatic and 

theatrical skills. Using voice, language, movement, 

imagination, and emotional perception, students develop 

not only characters for the theater, but their own self-

discipline and self-concept. They learn drama through 

artistic collaboration with activities such as improvisation, 

play writing, directing, technical production, and theater 

management.  In addition, students learn about theater in 

the past and theater today with an emphasis on available 

roles and careers. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

In a beginning world language course, students gain an understanding of the components of a world language and of the study 

skills necessary to learn a world language.  

 

Students at the eighth grade level may elect to take one of the world languages offered in the school. A world language course 

is a high school credit-bearing class; students who elect to take a world language will be enrolled in this class for the full year 

and follow Stafford County guidelines for middle school students enrolled in high school credit-bearing courses.  

 

All middle schools offer Spanish I (5510). Additional language courses will be offered at every middle school as determined 

by staff availability. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
 

 

WORLD LANGUAGE EXPLORATORY 
Grade 6 or 7     (18 weeks)               5700 

 

All middle school languages taught in Stafford County- 

French, German, Spanish, and Latin- are introduced to 

students through a variety of interactive activities. There 

is a great focus on the cultures in which the languages are 

spoken. The use of technology is encouraged to enhance 

the student’s study. Topics include food, customs, 

clothing, music, art, geography, history, holidays, life-

styles, and recognized contributions to the world. World 

Language Exploratory will help students make an 

informed decision about the language they wish to study 

in the future. 

 

 

LATIN EXPLORATORY 
Grade 6 or 7     (18 weeks)                5304 

 

This course will introduce the elements of the classical 

Latin language and build vocabulary in all contents. This 

course will develop students' ability to identify and 

analyze fundamental grammatical constructions and 

improve their comprehension skills with a focus on root 

words and vocabulary structures. 

 

SPANISH I-A                                                   
Grade 7                                                 5510A 

 
Students gain an understanding of the components of a 

world language and the study skills necessary to learn a 

world language. As students develop skills in listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing, they engage in active 

practice in real-life situations and in a variety of cultural 

contexts. This course is designed to be taken in two parts 

with Spanish 1B to follow. Students will receive high 

school credit after the successful completion of both 

courses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPANISH I-B                                                   
Grade 8                                                 5510B 

High School Credit-1 

 

Background:  Successful completion of Spanish I-A 

 

Students gain an understanding of the components of a 

world language and study skills necessary to learn a world 

language. As students develop skills in listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing, they engage in active 

practice in real-life situations and in a variety of cultural 

contexts. This course is designed to be taken in two parts 

with Spanish I-A to precede. Students will receive high 

school credit after the successful completion of both 

courses 

 

SPANISH I                                                    
Grade 8                                                        5510 

High School Credit-1 

 
Students gain an understanding of the components of a 

world language and the study skills necessary to learn a 

world language. As students develop skills in listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing, they engage in active 

practice in real-life situations and in a variety of cultural 

contexts. 

Offered at all middle schools 

 

 

FRENCH I                                                   
Grade 8                                                        5110 

High School Credit-1 
 
Students gain an understanding of the components of a 

world language and the study skills necessary to learn a 

world language. As students begin to develop skills in 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing, they engage in 

active practice in real-life situations and in a variety of 

cultural contexts. 
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GERMAN I                                                    
Grade 8                                                        5210 

High School Credit-1 
 

Students gain an understanding of the components of a 

world language and the study skills necessary to learn a 

world language. As students begin to develop skills in 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing, they engage in 

active practice in real-life situations and in a variety of 

cultural contexts.  

 

LATIN I                                                         
Grade 8                                                        5310 

High School Credit-1 
 
Students are introduced to the basic vocabulary and 

grammar system of the language. Roman life, history, 

mythology, and English derivations are integral parts of 

the course. 

 

 

SPANISH FOR FLUENT SPEAKERS I      

Grade 8                            5511 

High School Credit-1 
 

This course is intended for heritage and native speakers of 

Spanish and will be taught in Spanish. The goal of the 

course is to provide students who have grown up hearing 

and/or speaking Spanish the opportunity to develop and 

practice their oral and written academic communication 

skills. Students will study Hispanic culture and history in 

order to strengthen identity and build a sense of 

community among the schools’ Hispanic population.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
 

 

BUSINESS AND INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTERS                                  
Grade 6 or 7 (18 weeks)         6609-18 

 

In this course, students use the computer as a resource to 

complete a variety of projects. Students learn the “nuts 

and bolts” of how technology works.  Students are placed 

in a virtual environment to explore internet safety and 

digital citizenship. This course also introduces students to 

workplace readiness skills that include academic and 

business competencies. An interdisciplinary approach will 

be supported in teaching and learning. 

 

BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS AND 

KEYBOARDING                 

Grade 7 or 8 (18 weeks)         6150-18 

 
 

This semester-long course teaches students to efficiently 

use a keyboard to prepare and format relevant documents 

needed in a business environment, as well as to effectively 

communicate. Students enhance touch typing skills for 

entering alphabetic, numeric, and symbolic data on a 

keyboard. In addition, they compose and produce 

personal, educational, and professional documents. An 

interdisciplinary approach will be supported in teaching 

and learning. 

 

 

DIGITAL APPLICATIONS  
Grade 7 or 8 (18 weeks)               6617      
Recommended: basic computer and keyboarding skills 

 
This course helps students develop or review correct 

keyboarding techniques and gain a basic knowledge of 

word processing, spreadsheet, database, graphics, 

network, and telecommunication applications. Students 

demonstrate an understanding of computer concepts 

through the application of knowledge and real-world 

activities and develop employability skills required for 

careers in information technology. An interdisciplinary 

approach will be supported in teaching and learning. 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY AND 

ENGINEERING EDUCATION 
 

 

INTRODUCTION TO STEM                     
Grade 6 or 7 (18 weeks) 8482 
 

Students explore science, technology, engineering, 

mathematics, and how STEM relates to their community 

and the world by using the engineering design process 

through problem-solving processes and hands-on 

activities. Students understand the impact of technology 

on society, the environment, and our world. An 

interdisciplinary approach will be supported in teaching 

and learning. 
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EXPLORE ENGINEERING  
Grade 7 or 8   (18 weeks)                8464 

 

Students explore technological problems facing them and 

their community by applying the engineering design 

process to invent new products or innovations as 

solutions. Students use 3-D printers, laser cutters and 

modeling software, as well as traditional equipment and 

hand tools to apply the engineering design process.  An 

interdisciplinary approach will be supported in teaching 

and learning. 

 

 

STEM INNOVATION LAB  
Grade 7 or 8   (18 weeks)                 8402 

 

In this interdisciplinary course, students will utilize the 

essentials of computer coding, microcontrollers, robotic 

design, and programming to explore real-world scenario-

based problems and provide STEM solutions. Students 

will develop skills in critical thinking, creativity and 

communication to process materials and create models 

and prototypes to present their solutions. The design brief 

curriculum will reinforce appropriate science, math, 

engineering and technology content and skills. This 

elective course will model how successful teams work 

within the interdisciplinary field of STEM, is project-

based, performance assessed and includes career pathway 

exploration 

 

 

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN             
Grade 7 or 8   (18 weeks) 8463 

 

Students apply the engineering design process to develop 

solutions to problems in various technological systems 

(construction, manufacturing, transportation, 

communication, and biotechnology). Students produce 

products using equipment such as traditional machines 

and tools, 3-D printers, laser cutters, microcontrollers, 

robotics, and modeling software. They also explore 

occupational areas and educational programs for 

technology and engineering-oriented careers. An 

interdisciplinary approach will be supported in teaching 

and learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER 

SCIENCES 
 

 

 

EXPLORING FAMILY & CONSUMER 

SCIENCES   

Grade 6 or 7   (18 weeks) 8208 

 

Students explore the Family and Consumer Sciences 

program areas through creative and critical thinking 

activities. Students make decisions about their individual 

growth, goal setting, money management, healthy food 

selections, food preparation, and clothing care. They learn 

to manage time, resources, and program equipment. This 

is an interdisciplinary approach to family and consumer 

sciences. An interdisciplinary approach will be supported 

in teaching and learning. 

 

DESIGNING WITH FOODS, FASHION, & 

FAMILY   
Grades 7 or 8   (18 weeks) 8263 

  

Students utilize the design thinking process to learn family 

and consumer science concepts.  Students resolve issues 

in foods, fashion, and family as they move through the 

design process.  They explore nutrition, wellness, food 

preparation, personal finance, resource management, 

textile/apparel problems and construction, and address the 

needs of the family and community.  An interdisciplinary 

approach will be supported in teaching and learning. 

 

 

JOURNEY TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE  

Grade 7 or 8   (18 weeks)  8244 

 

This course provides advanced consumer literacy tools to 

help students develop independent living skills. Students 

will use problem-based projects and real-world 

experiences to address consumer decisions, time and 

money management with financing a living space, 

clothing, child care, and food preparation while balancing 

relationships, family, and learning workplace readiness 

skills. Projects may include Life/Event Planning, 

Entrepreneurship, and Service Learning in the 

community. An interdisciplinary approach will be 

supported in teaching and learning. 
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ADDITIONAL INTERDISCIPLINARY  

ELECTIVE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

BUILDING LEADERS 
Grade 6 or 7     (18 weeks)              9091 
  

This course will introduce students to the concept of 

leadership and how it relates to building a stronger 

community. Students will identify their own leadership 

skills, strengthen their leadership capacity 

through problem-based projects while building the school 

community. Various forms of literature and media sources 

will be explored to identify the qualities of leadership and 

relate those to current student led initiatives around the 

world. As a culminating project-based learning activity, 

students will lead and build school culture, as well as plan 

and conduct a school-related service project. 

 

CHANGE MAKERS 
Grade 7 or 8     (18 weeks)              9092 

 

This course will engage students in community service 

projects that address local, national, and global 

issues.  Students will explore various forms of literature 

and media sources to identify community needs and 

develop practical, hands-on solutions.  Potential topics 

could involve health, environment, social and/or 

educational projects.  This course will use a project-

based learning instructional model and develop skills in 

collaboration, critical thinking, creativity, 

communication, citizenship, and wellness. 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE DISCOVERIES 
Grades 7 or 8    (18 weeks)              4002 

 

This is an introductory computer science course.  The 

course takes a wide lens on computer science by 

covering topics such as problem solving, programming, 

physical computing, user centered design, and data, 

while inspiring students as they build their own websites, 

apps, animations, games, and physical computing 

systems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREATIVE WRITING 
Grades 6, 7 or 8    (18 weeks)              1172 

 
Students will use mentor texts to discover and refine a 

variety of writing styles to write creatively and 

expressively, with a focus on lively and descriptive 

language. Students will write a variety of creative pieces 

culminating in a writing portfolio. Students will peer edit 

and provide guidance on written papers in structured 

writing centers. 

 

EXPLORING LITERARY STYLES 

Grades 6, 7 or 8   (18 weeks)              1166

    

This course will enable students to conduct a literary 

analysis of various genres and authors throughout the 

year.  Potential units may include an author focus (Jason 

Reynolds, JK Rowling), cultural focus (African-American 

Literature, Chicano Literature), style of writing (Plays and 

Playwriting, Poetry in Motion), genre (Science Fiction, 

Mystery, Graphic Novels), or an award-winning focus 

(Virginia Reader’s Choice Books, Newbery Winners). 

Areas of focus will be selected by individual teacher and 

will develop multimodal literacy skills to include reading, 

writing, and speaking. Students will be able to recognize 

styles and patterns of the area of focus in order to 

determine common characteristics. 

 

INNOVATION STUDIO 
Grades 7 or 8    (18 weeks)                 4000 
 

This is a course for students to explore science, 

technology, engineering, and math all in one curriculum. 

Learners are presented opportunities to work in 

collaborative groups in order to solve relevant 

interdisciplinary-based problems. Robotics, coding, and 

prototyping provide an environment for students to 

demonstrate computational thinking and mastery of all-

century skills. 

 

MATHEMATICS PERFORMANCE LAB 
Grades 6, 7, or 8   (18 weeks)                           3117 

 

This course is designed to give students opportunities to 

work through rich mathematical tasks and empower them 

to utilize critical thinking skills. Students will work 

cooperatively through real-world scenarios while making 

powerful connections between mathematical content and 

skills. Algebraic topics will be emphasized through a 

problem-centered, inquiry-based learning environment.  
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PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS  
Grade 7 or 8     (18 weeks)              9069 

 

VDOE REQUIRED ELECTIVE 

 

This course is designed to provide experiences to help 

students explore career pathways, investigate through 

self-discovery and project-based learning.  Self-

assessments will allow students to discover their interests, 

strengths, and select pathways for developing an 

"Academic and Career Plan."  Through observation, 

project-based learning, and possibly job shadowing, 

students will explore high school programs, post-

secondary options, and begin investigating career 

opportunities in business and industry.  This course will 

help students identify and demonstrate the workplace 

skills that employers desire in their future employees.   

Activities could include guest speakers, visits to local 

businesses and industries and participation in college and 

career fairs.  An interdisciplinary approach will be 

supported in teaching and learning. 

 

 

PUBLIC SPEAKING AND DEBATE 
Grades 6, 7, or 8   (18 weeks)              1399 

    

This course will introduce students to the basics of public 

speaking, including debate and online formats such as 

podcasts and Ted Talks. Students will learn the purpose of 

a speech and practice various forms of public speaking 

and debate. This course supports critical thinking, 

research, writing, and public speaking. Students will 

participate in class presentations and debates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


